
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
You’ve probably noticed that you’re receiving this monthly message a little earlier than 
usual.  That’s because Helen and I will be leaving on September 26th for a “dream” 
vacation, which I’ll share with you in my November message.   
 
But until then … I didn’t want to miss an opportunity to share with you the “results” of 
the recent Kitsap Leadership Prayer Breakfast, which featured our guest speaker, Greg 
Koukl, the founder and president of Stand to Reason (www.str.org).  
 
Greg, who is the author of the best-selling book, The Reason for Reality, shared an 
outstanding message focused on Jesus.  Recounting three intense encounters he 
experienced in national media events, Greg demonstrated that although there is almost 
universally “high regard” for Jesus, neither non-Christians nor, a massive number of 
Christians take Him seriously.  Why? 
 

It appears that most people have never actually studied or know the “claims” that Jesus 
made about Himself.  Instead, they pay tribute to Him with superficial “platitudes” such 
as:  

“He was a good moral teacher”; “He teaches us how to love”;  
“He is a place to be”; “He is an example to follow”. 

 
The problem, however, is that Jesus actually claimed to be God (in human flesh).  He 
said that He was “the Alpha and the Omega … the one who is, who always was, and 
who is coming again … the All-Powerful!” (Rev.1:8)  He also said that He was “THE Way, 
THE Truth, and THE Life”, and “the ONLY WAY to the Father”. (John 14:6)  He said “The 
fact is, before Abraham was born, I AM.” (John 8:58)  
 
If that’s the “real” Jesus, the One who proved His claims by dying in our place and then 
rising from death, then the logical response is not one of “high regard”, but rather falling 
on our knees and worshipping and serving Him as our Lord and Savior. And that’s the 
point.  We can submit to His Lordship now or submit at the judgment seat of Christ 
where “everyone will bow before Him.” (Romans 14:11) 
 
In our politically “correct” culture, Jesus’ “intolerant” claims are just too much for most 
people to accept.  Jesus may be a great “example to follow”, but don’t ask me to submit 
my life to Him.  But that’s exactly what Jesus is asking us to do.  As C.S. Lewis said so 
profoundly, “God doesn’t want something from us, He simply wants us.”  
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace.  
 

Carl 


